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Amaryllis (Hippeastrum X hybridum) is a bulbous plant cultivated for its large,
showy flowers and economic value. Maximizing bloom number over a season is of
utmostimportance to commercial growers. A technigue proposed by hobbyist Bill
Warren to induce consecutive blooming by heating bulbs in hot water was tested
unsuccessfully in spring 2007. The present experiment’s objective was to retest
the technique using refined methods, including control of water temperature,
measurement of internal bulb temperature and timing of bulb treatments. Bulbs
are currently in a second bloom cycle, thus no finalized data has been obtained.
Premature results indicate more consecutive blooming in the control group than
the treatments. All bulbs lose aesthetic value upon treatment. Possible causes for
ineffectiveness include timing of treatment, growing conditions, and temperature
of hot water treatment.
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